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National Institute of Food and Agriculture
• One of 29 agencies/offices in USDA
• One of 4 agencies in the Research, Education, and Economics (REE) mission area.
• USDA’s principal extramural scientific research, education and extension agency.
NIFA programs propel cutting-edge discoveries from research laboratories to farms,
classrooms, communities.
• $1.9 billion allocated to NIFA in FY2021
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NIFA’s Mission
To invest in and advance agricultural research, education and extension to
solve societal challenges.

Extension

Education
Research

• Research - provides solutions to complex
issues that face our nation and world
• Education - strengthens schools and
universities to train the next generation of
scientists, educators, producers, and
citizens
• Extension - takes knowledge gained
through research and education to the
people who need it most

NIFA’s Four Science Institutes
• Institute of Bioenergy, Climate, and Environment
– Enhance sustainable bio-based energy systems and products
– Enhance adaptive agro-ecosystems in response to climate variability and change
• Institute of Food Production and Sustainability
– Enhance global food security through productive and sustainable agricultural systems
• Institute of Food Safety and Nutrition
– Ensure safe food supply; improve citizens’ health through nutrition; reduce childhood
obesity; and improve food quality
• Institute of Youth, Family, and Community
– Enable vibrant and resilient communities; enhance youth development
– Prepare the next generation of scientists
– Enhance science capacity in minority serving institutions

Resources for identifying NIFA Opportunities
• Requests for Application (RFAs) are published on our NIFA website and Grants.gov
• Upcoming RFA calendar: https://nifa.usda.gov/upcoming-rfa-calendar
• Funding opportunities: https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-search
• Competitive Grants Flowchart: https://nifa.usda.gov/competitivegrants?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_t
erm=
• Info on awarded grants (CRIS database): https://cris.nifa.usda.gov/Welcome.html
• Check out the NIFA Events Calendar for upcoming deadlines, meetings, and webinars:
https://nifa.usda.gov/calendar
• Sign up for NIFA newletters: https://nifa.usda.gov/newsroom/newsletters/update.html

Funding opportunities

Hispanic-Serving Institutions Education Grants Program
FY 2021 Program Funding: $12.5 Million

• Strengthens the capacity of HSIs to teach food and agricultural sciences
• Attracts and supports undergraduate and graduate students from underrepresented groups and
prepare them for careers related to food, agricultural, and natural resources systems
• Supports curriculum development, professional improvement of faculty, student experiential learning,
and investment in infrastructure, including libraries and scientific instrumentation.
“Caminos” from Texas State San Marcos

• Eligibility: Institution with minimum of 25% undergraduate
full-time Hispanic enrollment
• Awards range from $50,000 to $1 million
FY 2022 Deadlines: anticipated January 2022

Food and Agricultural Sciences
• Animal health, production, and wellbeing
• Plant health and production
• Animal and plant germ plasm collection
and preservation
• Aquaculture
• Food Safety
• Soil and water conservation and
improvement
• Forestry, horticulture, and range
management
• Nutritional sciences and promotion
• Farm enhancement

• Home economics
• Rural human ecology
• Youth development and agricultural
education
• Markets for agricultural commodities
and products
• Information management and tech
transfer related to agriculture
• Biotech related to agriculture
• Big DATA related to agriculture
• Processing, distribution, marketing, and
utilization of food and agricultural
products
Source: Section 1404(8) of NARETPA

HSI Education Grants Program
Need Areas
1. Curricula Design, Materials Development and Library Resources
2. Faculty Preparation and Enhancement for Teaching
3. Instructional Delivery Systems
4. Scientific Instrumentation for Teaching
5. Student Experiential Learning
6. Student Recruitment and Retention

HSI Grant Types (FY21 RFA)
Type

Budget

Timeframe

Limit per Institution

Other considerations

Regular

$250,000

48 months

None

Can request up to
$25,000 for a student

Regular Bridge

$200,000

48 months

None

Not a previous
awardee

Collaboration

$1,000,000

48 months

2 applications

Conference

$50,000

36 months

2 applications

No indirect costs

A Simple Model
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Train Students
2-4 years
Summer
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GRADUATES

Research and Extension Experiences for
Undergraduates (REEU)
• Promotes research and extension learning experiences for undergraduates to
develop skills to enable successful entry into the agricultural workforce
• Projects must provide students with opportunities to:
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– Obtain hands-on experience in research and extension
– Receive strong mentoring experiences
– Participate in projects and programs that deliver science-based knowledge to individual
and communities to develop leadership skills

• Maximum award of $600,000 for 4 years or $750,000 for 5 years (FY2021)
• Deadlines: For FY2021, July 1, 2021, and for FY2022, August 18, 2022 and
Contact: Dr. Ray Ali, nifa-education@usda.gov

Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program
FY2022: anticipated $20 million

• Supports education, mentoring, and technical assistance
beginning farmers and ranchers

initiatives for

– Entering, establishing, building and managing successful farm
ranch enterprises.

and
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• “Farmer” is used in the broadest sense and may be interpreted:
– Agricultural farmers, ranchers, and non-industrial private forest owners and managers.

• Funds available to address the needs of those who have limited resources, are socially
disadvantaged, farm workers (including immigrants), and military veterans
• FY22 deadline is March 24, 2022 and Contact: Desiree Rucker, desiree.rucker@usda.gov

Higher Education Multicultural Scholars Program (MSP)
FY2021: $945,000

• Scholarships to support recruiting, engaging, retaining, mentoring, and training committed,
eligible multicultural scholars, resulting in either bachelor’s degrees within the food and
agricultural sciences disciplines or the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.) degree.
• Any combination of 2-, 3-, and/or 4-year scholarships
• Grants are given to Colleges and Universities with 4 year programs
but may include a community college partner.
• Maximum award of $200,000 for 5 years
• Contact: Dr. Ray Ali, MSP@usda.gov
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Food and Agricultural Sciences National Needs
Graduate Fellowships (NNF)
• To support students’ training and completion of master’s and/or doctoral
degree programs in identified national need areas within the Food,
Agricultural, Natural Resources, and Human Sciences:
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•
•
•
•

Animal Production
Plant Production
Forest Resources
Data Science

•
•
•
•

Agricultural Management and Economics
Food Science, Human Nutrition and Human Sciences
Agricultural Biosecurity
Agricultural Education and Communication

• Awards are made to the institution and grantee institutions develop selection criteria
for students
• Maximum award amount was $262,500 in FY21
• Deadline for FY22 is January 27, 2022 and Contact: Dr. Ray Ali, NNF@usda.gov

NIFA Pre-Doctoral and Post-Doctoral Fellows
• NIFA is particularly interested in supporting fellows that address (1) sustainable
agricultural intensification; (2) agricultural climate adaptation; (3) food and
nutrition translation; (4) value added innovation; and (5) agricultural science
policy leadership.
• Predoctoral Fellowship:

– Support current doctoral students who are at the stage of conducting dissertation
research, ultimately leading to completion of the dissertation and respective terminal
degree
– Maximum award of $180,000 for up to 3 years

• Postdoctoral Fellowship:

– Develop new scientists and professionals to enter research, education, and/or
extension fields within the food and agricultural sciences within the private sector,
government, or academia.
– Maximum award of $225,000 for up to 2 years

• FY22 deadlines anticipated to be spring 2022 and Contact: Dr. Ray Ali, nifafellows@usda.gov
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Agricultural Workforce Training Grants (AWT)
•

Develop new workforce training programs, or expand, improve, or renew existing workforce training
programs for 21st century agricultural jobs.

•

Developed by or in active partnership with community/junior/technical colleges/institutes and their
industry partners

•

Provide students the skills and tools necessary to secure industry-accepted credentials to join the
workforce upon project participation completion.

– Certificates, training or coursework for/part of baccalaureate or post-graduate degrees or training ARE NOT supported

•

Maximum award of $500,000 for 3-4 years

•

Deadline for FY22 is September 15, 2022

•

Contact: Dr. Carlos Ortiz, carlos.ortiz@usda.gov
Photo courtesy of Getty Images.

Photo courtesy of iStock.

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) programs
• AFRI is NIFA’s flagship competitive grants program
• FY 2021 total program funding: $435 million

• Supports education, research, extension and integrated projects
• Has three RFA’s, each with multiple program priority areas
• Sustainable Agricultural Systems
• Foundational and Applied Science Program
• Education & Workforce Development

https://www.nifa.usda.gov/program/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-afri

Internships at USDA
• General information on internships and career: https://www.usda.gov/youth/career
• OneUSDA Internship Program offers paid internships at USDA agencies and offices
– Applications generally due in fall
– Contact: internship@usda.gov

• USDA Pathways Programs offer opportunities from high school through postgraduate
– Internship program, Recent graduates program, and Presidential Management Fellows Program
– https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/careers/usda-pathways-programs

• HACU National Internship Program offers paid summer and semester-long
internships: https://www.hacu.net/hacu/HNIP.asp Deadline for Fall 2021 is June 4,
2021.

Job opportunities at USDA
• General description of careers at USDA: https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/careers
• Apply for any USDA opening at usajobs.gov
– Currently 670 job openings to general public
– Accountants, IT specialists, Food and Consumer Safety Inspectors, Grants Management,
Engineers, Research Technicians
– Agricultural Research Service does hire Postdoctoral Research Associates

• Set up keyword searches on usajobs.gov and create a federal resume

Webinars of Interest
• Competitive Education, Research, and Extension Grants for Small and Mid-Sized
Institutions recordings (Dec 2020 and Feb 2021)
– https://nifa.usda.gov/stakeholder-feedback-education

• AFRI New Investigator webinar series recordings (Mar 2021)
– https://nifa.usda.gov/2021-afri-ni-webinar-series

• NIFA YouTube channel: NIFA USDA – YouTube

Upcoming events
• June 11, 2021: Overview of NIFA Competitive Education Programs
Register: https://nifa.usda.gov/calendar

Questions?

Irma A. Lawrence, Ed.D.
National Program Leader
ilawrence@usda.gov

Kellyann Jones-Jamtgaard, Ph.D.
Program Specialist
kellyann.jonesjamtgaard@usda.gov

Questions about applying for a specific program:
Contact staff listed in the RFA (Appendix I)

