
                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 19, 2019 
 

Dear College and University Leaders:  

 

On behalf of the Texas Hispanic-Serving Institutions Consortium (TxHSIC) and the 

officers of the Consortium, we are writing to provide you with exciting updates about our current 

work and plans for the future. As you may know, the TxHSIC is a non-profit organization that 

works with the 93 Hispanic-Serving Institutions in the state, as well as all interested colleges and 

universities in Texas. Since our beginnings in 2005, we have been able to conduct annual 

conferences for our institutions that provide current information on external funding 

opportunities and best practices in support of our faculty, students, and institutional capacity 

building at HSIs. Our 2019 annual Conference will be held May 23-24, at the Student 

Engagement Center at the University of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, Texas.  

 

On February 8, 2019, at UIW we released the Policy Brief Realizing the PROMISE© of 

Success for Latinx STEM Students authored by Dr. Laura Rendón, Dr. Amaury Nora, Dr. Juliet 

Ray and Dr. José Cabrales who served as consultants for the $100,000 grant from the National 

Science Foundation (award # 1759134). The title for the conference was PROMISE: Providing 

Resources and Opportunities for Minorities in STEM Education. At that special conference we 

gathered input on STEM Education needs in Texas. The abstract can be found online at the NSF 

website with Principal Investigator, Dr. Nora Garza, Laredo College, Co-PIs, Dr. Agnes Flores, 

Texas A&M University-Kingsville, Dr. Hoonandara Goonatilake, Texas A&M International 

University and Dr. Selina Mireles, University of Texas Permian Basin. The Policy Brief will be 

distributed to member colleges and universities at the conference, the NSF, and other interested 

parties. It will also be posted on the consortium website, www.TxHSIC@wordpress.com. 

 

With an extension approved by NSF, we will have some funding for this year’s 

conference. This year the $100 conference registration fee, two per member institution, for the 

first 100 representatives will be defrayed. Registration will be accessible and payable at the 

consortium website beginning March 21, 2019. We hope you will join us in May as we review 

the policy brief, share ideas, present posters, network, listen to key speakers on Hispanic serving 

institutions issues, and especially to create a map for moving forward understanding the needs, 

strengths, and opportunities we have individually and the strategies we will employ as a group to 

improve student success rates at public and private, two and four-year HSIs of higher education 

in the state of Texas. National Science Foundation HSI Program Officer, Department of 

Education Program Officers and the USDA HSI National Program Leader have been invited. 

NSF grant proposals are due March 6, and September 18, 2019.  

 

We have enclosed the membership form for the TxHSIC that provides details about 

payment of the annual membership fee ($300 per institution). Membership fees can be paid with 

mailto:TxHSIC@wordpress.com


federal dollars under EDGAR 200.454 and 34 CFR Part 606.10(14) and if paid before May 5, 

allows two participants from member colleges to waive the $100 Conference registration fee. 

There is strength in numbers, as we have seen over the last decade of the Consortium’s work. We 

have seen numerous successful joint grant proposals to federal, state, and local funders that have 

grown out of the networking, conversations, and planning that takes place at our annual 

conferences and through the meaningful connections that are built around our common interests. 

Please join us by submitting a new membership or by renewing your institutional membership.  

 

Your institution’s annual membership fee also helps the Consortium award several 

scholarships annually to students from 2-year and 4-year member institutions that have 

representatives in attendance at the Conference. To find out if your institution is a member and to 

view the scholarships awarded this past year, visit our webpage. On our website you will read 

about successful students from Texas HSIs who have been awarded a scholarship. As part of the 

preparation for the conference, we would like to ask each institution for success stories. Please 

submit at least one example of a recent STEM graduate and what they or you feel helped them 

achieve their goal. You may use some of the conclusions in the Policy Brief or identify a totally 

different rationale(s) or strategy (ies) for that success. Submit these by April 15, 2019, to 

nrgarza@laredo.edu. Findings will be shared at the conference as a springboard for further 

conversations and actions. Please also sign up for a poster presentation for any current federal or 

state funding.  

 

Finally, you may be interested to know some national statistics that have been published 

by the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) at www.hacu.net. Across the 

nation there are currently over 500 HSIs that meet the federal criterion for this designation, and 

together these institutions enroll more than 3 million students. Those of us at Texas HSIs are part 

of this national picture, where 70% of all Hispanic students are enrolled. Thank you for your 

work in advancing access, success, and opportunities for students and faculty at your institution, 

and for participating in the work of the Texas Hispanic-Serving Institutions Consortium. We 

look forward to sharing more at the conference in May.  

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

Nora Garza, Ph.D.                                                       Evy Gonzales, MPA 

TxHSIC President                                                       TxHSIC Vice President 

Laredo College                                                            Texas State University 

Vice President for Resource Development                  Director, Office of Sponsored Programs 

 

Julia Garcia       Agnes Flores, Ed.D.  

TxHSIC Treasurer                 TxHSIC Past President 

Coastal Bend College      Texas A&M University-Kingsville 

Dean of Workforce Training      Title V I-CARE Project Director 

 

Gloria White 

TxHSIC Secretary 

St. Edward’s University 

Director of Sponsored Programs  
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